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Each sheet: calligraphy, reading, meaning, word by word, a short skit,

fill in the blank, a quiz and a writing task. Answer key at the end.
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Japanese Proverb Worksheet

Name: Date:

CEPN\ES
RERTBVPEHE

nana-korobi ya-oki

Literally: Seven falls, eight risings

Meaning: Even if you fail again and again, don’t lose
heart — get back up and keep going.

| 1. Word by Word

t nana — seven

g korobi — falling down (from korobu, “to fall”)

N ya — eight (an old way of reading /\, also heard in yattsu, “eight things”)
= oki — getting up (from okiru, “to get up”)

| 2. Read the Skit
A: 5B AL, HOF—LICEODDIZEED - - -,

It’'s hopeless. There’s no way we can beat that team...

B: H—. —EVP_EABIHISEVN-ST, HBESHEEELEWP, CEONEEZT, H5—
EHEL &S,

Seiichi, if you give up after losing once or twice, it’s over. Nanakorobi yaoki — let’s try again!
| 3. Fill in the Blank
ANER o REMUTH., RSB EHNIEWN,
Life is “fall seven times, get up eight.” If you fail, just stand up again.
| 4. Quiz

In nanakorobi yaoki, what does oki (&) mean?
[] A. falling down

0] B. getting up
O C. eight
| 5. Your Turn

Write your own sentence with this proverb, or a proverb from your language with the same meaning:

© Arasen (Arai Ryuichi), elementary school principal & calligrapher in Japan — free to print and use in class. Full lesson:
arasen.net/nanakorobi-yaoki-meaning/



Japanese Proverb Worksheet 3 /34 arasen.net

Name: Date:
&-& REARDSEL S
A cHbEhHES
» % saru mo ki kara ochiru
{
*) ; Literally: Even monkeys fall from trees
m ‘9 Meaning: However skilled someone is, they can still

6 make a mistake.

| 1. Word by Word

= saru — monkey
23} mo — even
Hs ki kara — from a tree (ki = tree, kara = from)

EES ochiru — to fall

I 2. Read the Skit
A: COREORIE. 253D ET, AAGDMDELED

So, the answer to this problem is this. Does everyone understand?

B: FIEE. 1+42=40»0< T 3RLEBVWEXT

Mr. Kagawa... I think 1 + 2 is 3, not 4.

A: DEFHSh, SEEOHONES, EELIEZED - BTHULL

Thank you, Nozomi. Oh dear — and I'm the teacher... How embarrassing...

B: F/I%E. TREANSEES) >TVLSUPRBVWTTH, EAXVWTT,
Mr. Kagawa, you know what they say: saru mo ki kara ochiru. Don't worry about it!
| 3. Fill in the Blank
KADFERIEN T—ILTEENNNT BRA T, h,

My big sister is a great swimmer, but she nearly drowned in the pool. !

| 4. Quiz
Which one does not have a similar meaning to saru mo ki kara ochiru?
O A. Kappa no kawa-nagare CRAIE D ]I[;7i)
[0 B. Kobo ni mo fude no ayamari (BAEICHEDIRD
0 C. Oni ni kanabo (% I £#)

| 5. Your Turn

Write your own sentence with this proverb, or a proverb from your language with the same meaning;:

© Arasen (Arai Ryuichi), elementary school principal & calligrapher in Japan — free to print and use in class. Full lesson:
arasen.net/saru-mo-ki-kara-ochirn-meaning/



Japanese Proverb Worksheet

Name: Date:

ADLEICH=E
: WULDSZICBHBEARA
)

ishi no ue ni mo san-nen

*; h Literally: Even on a stone, three years
; K Meaning: Even when things are hard, if you keep

working patiently, your effort will surely be rewarded.

| 1. Word by Word

A ishi — stone
DEICH no ue ni mo — even on top of
=% san-nen — three years (here it means “a long time”)

I 2. Read the Skit
A: SHF BOITADHREL A FETOERHARICHEBL THAKL-T

Kyoko, did you hear? Takuya in the class next door is taking the bar exam to become a lawyer.

B: DZH, Ao TS To HFABOIDEULTEHA. HAETOHE> THUWATL &, #HEES
AJ.DT\ ZK%LCHE‘L\?Q;{O

Nozomi, I know! Everyone’s talking about it. The bar exam is really hard, right? Takuya is amazing.

A: BhE, TVWEN, HREBCAIER TRAOLEICHE=F, Fa@<ERdbb) > TE>TBRAL
o M %ﬁfl?%b

He really is. Takuya says, “Ishi no ue ni mo san-nen. I'll keep at it patiently.” I respect him so much.
| 3. Fill in the Blank
BOVED EBZELRWETY /. ERB-o THEEKEEZRT .

My piano playing wasn't getting better, but I practiced every day, thinking

| 4. Quiz
In ishi no ue ni mo san-nen, what does “three years” (=) mean?

O A. exactly three years
[0 B. alongtime
[] C. doing something three times

| 5. Your Turn

Write your own sentence with this proverb, or a proverb from your language with the same meaning:

© Arasen (Arai Ryuichi), elementary school principal & calligrapher in Japan — free to print and use in class. Full lesson:
arasen.net/ishi-no-ue-ni-mo-sannen-meaning/



Japanese Proverb Worksheet

Name: Date:
IS/
O
a neko ni koban

*; /l l - Literally: Gold coins to a cat
J - Meaning: However valuable something is, it’s of no

use to someone who can’t understand its value.

| 1. Word by Word

b1 neko — cat
i ni —to
IV koban — an oval gold coin used in the Edo period (1603-1868)

| 2. Read the Skit
A: BETA, HUANDHRICH S, CDYIRERHIC?

Mom, what’s this vase in the closet?

B: DZH, B, BREADPHRSADSESLBERDYNE, DI L HIfiGHDH/c
WEIE, BREIAIRES> T, WEWEHHAU»RBRVATLVWRD K, #EE. ELEN DS
59, HULARILE>TWVWBD L,

Nozomi, that’s an antique vase your dad got from his company president years ago. It seems to be very
expensive, but your dad doesn't really like it. He didn’t know what to do with it, so it ended up in the closet.

A: TSPV B

That's totally neko ni koban!

| 3. Fill in the Blank

BT —LEZEE5->TH, T —AIREROBRWERICIE 2o
Even if you give the latest game console to my grandpa, who has no interest in games, it’s

| 4. Quiz
Which proverb has almost the same meaning as neko ni koban?
O A. Buta ni shinju (BRICEEK)
O B. Saru mo ki kara ochiru (6 RN 5EE )
O C.Ishino ue ni mosan-nen (A® _LICH =)
| 5. Your Turn

Write your own sentence with this proverb, or a proverb from your language with the same meaning:

© Arasen (Arai Ryuichi), elementary school principal & calligrapher in Japan — free to print and use in class. Full lesson:
arasen.net/neko-ni-koban-meaning/
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Name: Date:

TAT&

UwoIlchEWS

Ju-nmin to-iro

Literally: Ten people, ten colors

Meaning: Just as everyone looks different, everyone
has their own tastes and ways of thinking.

| 1. Word by Word

+A jui-nin — ten people
+t& to-iro — ten colors (T is read to here, an old reading; iro = color)

I 2. Read the Skit
A: ENETCRERE--LEBES. Ml ETIEALWPL S,

The new exhibition at the art museum seems to be getting mixed reviews.

B: £55ULWEH, fcolc—D2DEmTH. RITMD TR TATEP DA, FHENDIINZD
IEHAPD,

So I hear. Even a single artwork — how people feel about it is jinin toiro. Of course opinions are divided!
| 3. Fill in the Blank
BRTHFEBAZ 21— 2BV 5, DEZIES> TE e,
When we asked everyone their favorite school lunch, the answers were _
| 4. Quiz
How do you read 1 in junin toiro?
O A. to-iro

0 B.ju-iro
O C. too-shoku

| 5. Your Turn

Write your own sentence with this proverb, or a proverb from your language with the same meaning:

© Arasen (Arai Ryuichi), elementary school principal & calligrapher in Japan — free to print and use in class. Full lesson:
arasen.net/junin-toiro-meaning/



Japanese Proverb Worksheet

Name: Date:

HOHBDiEFEXEZMNST
;;;k. WDEHIDHI DT TcLWwHhI\WZEL 5T
h i no naka no kawazu taikai o shirazu

» ﬁ‘ q’ Literally: The frog in the well does not know the great sea
7z 2

Meaning: Having a narrow way of seeing and

el
*} d" é thinking, without knowing how wide the world really

| 1. Word by Word

E=d7)1==11)} i no naka no — inside the well (i = an old word for well)
b kawazu — frog (an old word; today we usually say kaeru)
Kig taikai — the great ocean

Mms5d shirazu — does not know

I 2. Read the Skit
A: TN\ N BIECOERTIEORER | | 1> THEOAREL

Ha ha ha! I have the best grades in this whole school! Call me “Professor”!

B: ZNEIWITE HOROBEXBZNST, [CASBRVLSICH
That'’s great — but be careful not to become i no naka no kawazu.
| 3. Fill in the Blank
EIORET—EICB>TRLL TV, 2EARTAIT . FEoteo

I was satisfied after winning the town tournament, but I lost at the national one. I was

| 4. Quiz
How is # (frog) read in this proverb?

O A. kaeru
O B. kawazu
0 C.a

| 5. Your Turn

Write your own sentence with this proverb, or a proverb from your language with the same meaning:

© Arasen (Arai Ryuichi), elementary school principal & calligrapher in Japan — free to print and use in class. Full lesson:
arasen.net/i-no-naka-no-kawazu-meaning/



Japanese Proverb Worksheet

Name: Date:

HEIE—RICULHIT

Oe L RhFWo FAICULMT

hyakubun wa tkken ni shikazu
Literally: A hundred hearings are not equal to one seeing

Meaning: Even if you hear or are told about

something many times, seeing it for yourself just once
helps you understand it much better.

1. Word by Word
y

BE hyakubun — hearing a hundred times (hyaku = 100, bun = hearing)
(=4 wa — topic marker

—R ikken — seeing once (ichi = 1, ken = seeing)

lcuhd ni shikazu — is not as good as (an old, literary expression)

| 2. Read the Skit
A: DFEHREPA, FEOMREZREIZATLL, ED5P2E7

Nozomi, you saw that movie everyone’s talking about, right? How was it?
B: SHF. EAM L | FALD THERLIEBVLWUO PRV > TEZ, BEPH D
o MWTUBT, BEIE—RICLNITEDS, LICHCERTRLVLA

Kyoko, it was great! The part where the hero says, “No one has ever seen it!” was the best. I cried. Hyakubun

wa ikken ni shikazu — you just have to see it!

| 3. Fill in the Blank
EETCAESRTWELILE, RBICRDEZDRESICHEES W, £

Q

I had seen Mt. Fuji in photos many times, but I was amazed by its size when I saw it for real.

| 4. Quiz
What does shikazu (U5 9) mean?
O A.itcan’t be helped
[] B.is notas good as
O C. does not know

| 5. Your Turn

Write your own sentence with this proverb, or a proverb from your language with the same meaning;:

© Arasen (Arai Ryuichi), elementary school principal & calligrapher in Japan — free to print and use in class. Full lesson:
arasen.net/hyakubun-wa-ikken-ni-shikazu-meaning/



Japanese Proverb Worksheet 9/34 ara

Name: Date:

S PIICIEERS

2 c
7, % bs5hERE 3K ES
K warau kado ni wa fuku kitaru
)

i Literally: To the gate of laughing people, fortune comes
n l P Meaning: Happiness naturally comes to a home

b ,{} where people live cheerfully and laugh a lot.
WG’V

| 1. Word by Word

%25 warau — to laugh

g kado — gate; here it means “home” or “family”
ii& ni wa — to, at

= fuku — good fortune, happiness

¥3 kitaru — comes (an old way of saying kuru)

| 2. Read the Skit
A: BB o 25LMD
Sigh... this is so hard.
B: M D5VWKIZEXR[EZHLTZIZALTVIS3P, X5FICIBERS > TS5,
Ryosuke, when things are hard is exactly when we should cheer up and smile. You know — warau kado ni

wa fuku kitaru!

| 3. Fill in the Blank
T, WOHBZWERDDORICIE, A< TAEZ->TL %,

— the cheerful family next door always has lots of visitors.

| 4. Quiz
How is ] (gate) read in this proverb?
O A.kado
[J B. mon
O C.to
| 5. Your Turn

Write your own sentence with this proverb, or a proverb from your language with the same meaning:

© Arasen (Arai Ryuichi), elementary school principal & calligrapher in Japan — free to print and use in class. Full lesson:
arasen.net/warau-kado-ni-wa-fuku-kitarn-meaning/



Japanese Proverb Worksheet 10 /34 ara

Name: Date:

FEDEL—FHH5
FADDBESL NS ENS

senri no michi mo ippo kara

Literally: Even a road of a thousand ri, from one step
Meaning: However big a project is, it always begins
with something small and close at hand.

| 1. Word by Word

FEB senri — a thousand ri (one 11 is about 3.9 km, so about 3,900 km!)
DiE no michi — road, journey

£3) mo — even

—HEh5 ippo kara — from one step

| 2. Read the Skit
A: TR, WKWK KER 7OV 7 T,

President, our big project is finally starting.
B: Z5/KMk. BRBEELN, FEDESL—FNE, cWINS, BEZNI THEICP-T
WZ 2,

Yes. It’s a huge plan, but — senri no michi mo ippo kara. Let’s take our time and work at it steadily.

| 3. Fill in the Blank

EFREDERZEHE LT, T, BH—R—IFOEBLLS,
To pass the kanji test — — let’s practice one page every day.
| 4. Quiz

Which proverb has a similar meaning to senri no michi mo ippo kara?
[0 A. Seite wa koto o shisonjiru (BW\WTIEZ & &2HIBU %)
O B. Roma wa ichinichi ni shite narazu (A—<F—HIC L T 5 )
O C. Saru mo ki kara ochiru IR AN SEE D)

| 5. Your Turn

Write your own sentence with this proverb, or a proverb from your language with the same meaning:

© Arasen (Arai Ryuichi), elementary school principal & calligrapher in Japan — free to print and use in class. Full lesson:
arasen.net/senri-no-michi-mo-ippo-kara-meaning/



Japanese Proverb Worksheet 11 /34 arasen.net

Name: Date:

BlcEiE
BITICHRIES

h oni nt kanabo

2’) Literally: An iron club for an ogre

i ‘a Meaning: Someone who is already strong gets a good
L'%J tool or condition and becomes even stronger.

| 1. Word by Word

=] oni — ogre, demon of Japanese folklore
(c ni — to, for
TE kanabo — a heavy iron club, often studded with spikes

I 2. Read the Skit

A: BHECA. BloTWB, ANEROI—ZADMMR Ao NPETISOFODR b L— MRS
STHEICHE TR E, 74—IR—ILERZIRIcWL
Yusuke, have you heard? Matsuzaka, the ace of A Elementary School — the newspaper said he throws a 130
km/h fastball. And now he’s learned a forkball, too!

BYR

Whaaat?! A 130 km/h fastball AND a forkball?! That’s totally oni ni kanabo!

| 3. Fill in the Blank

RORWEDFUWRINA I ZEFICANT, &s
My brother is already a fast runner, and now he has new spikes. !
| 4. Quiz

Which proverb has a similar meaning to oni ni kanabo?
O A.Tora ni tsubasa (R IC &)
O B. Neko ni koban (J&(C/)\H))
O C. Tsuki to suppon (B &9 2 XA)

| 5. Your Turn

Write your own sentence with this proverb, or a proverb from your language with the same meaning;:

© Arasen (Arai Ryuichi), elementary school principal & calligrapher in Japan — free to print and use in class. Full lesson:
arasen.net/oni-ni-kanabo-meaning/



Japanese Proverb Worksheet 12 / 34 arasen.net

Name: Date:

ZKEBIRST
BILTVWEAIRNZET

£ ﬁ)\ fukusui bon ni kaerazu
»

4, Literally: Spilled water does not return to the tray
o f = ﬁ, Meaning: Once something has happened, it can never
/? £ be undone.
=
| 1. Word by Word
&K fukusui — spilled water
= bon — a tray
KRS ni kaerazu — does not return to (an old way of saying kaeranai)

| 2. Read the Skit
A: budHdHHdhH,. AWMKERREREO vV E—BICHKELTULE -] |

Aaaah! I washed my white gym clothes together with a red shirt!
B: 2%, EVIBICRD TS, BKAICRST P,
Oh no... they've turned pink. That’s fukusui bon ni kaerazu.
| 3. Fill in the Blank
Eo CUE SRR HER W, 2o

Words, once spoken, can't be taken back.

| 4. Quiz
Whose story is fukusui bon ni kaerazu based on?
0 A. Confucius
[J B. Kobo Daishi
O C.Taigong Wang
| 5. Your Turn

Write your own sentence with this proverb, or a proverb from your language with the same meaning:

© Arasen (Arai Ryuichi), elementary school principal & calligrapher in Japan — free to print and use in class. Full lesson:
arasen.net/fukusui-bon-ni-kaerazu-meaning/



Japanese Proverb Worksheet 13 /34 arasen.net

—REESHDRE—RZEDHF

-
2 ﬁ ICEEBSHDIFVWHEEHRT
» » nito o ou mono wa itto o mo ezu
. ¥

Literally: One who chases two rabbits does not get even one

you will likely fail at both — or finish neither.

y,
% é Meaning: If you greedily try to do two things at once,

nito — two rabbits (ni = two, to = rabbit)

ZESHDIE 0 ou mono wa — a person who chases
—RZzb itto 0 mo — not even one rabbit
=) ezu — does not get

|2. Read the Skit
A: DZFHBIEPA. BEoEREPOTHLIEEBSTWBZERBDIALITFE - - -

Nozomi, there’s something I want to try...
B: B, £5ULkD?
What is it, Yusuke?
A: DEHAEHEvA. TE. FI—ETVIRZBESERB>TWBALR
I'm going to start learning guitar AND saxophone!
B: AR | BH, ARICZO2Z—RBICEWVRDPESELTWED | ZRZESHDEE—RZD
BI>TESITUL, FTWEEELSEM—DICLABRETVE

What?! Both at the same time? Nito o ou mono wa itto o mo ezu! Start with just one.

| 3. Fill in the Blank

By h—EHFROWADRRICHELS ELT, EES5BMEREICKE > T,
s

I tried to enter both the soccer and baseball tournaments, and didn’t practice enough for either.

| 4. Quiz
Which four-character idiom has the opposite meaning?
O A. —AZE (isseki nicho)
O B. BHZE% (jigo jitoku)
O C. AEFER (gori muchn)

| 5. Your Turn

Write your own sentence with this proverb, or a proverb from your language with the same meaning:

© Arasen (Arai Ryuichi), elementary school principal & calligrapher in Japan — free to print and use in class. Full lesson:
arasen.net/nito-o-ou-mono-wa-itto-o-mo-ezu-meaning/
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Name: Date:

BEDHDERIMZNT
ﬂ DOIBBENED2HZENT
é " b no aru taka wa tsume o kakusu

*} b \ li Literally: A capable hawk hides its claws
b Meaning: People with real talent don’t go around

showing it off.

1. Word by Word
y

) n6 aru — skilled, capable
E taka — hawk

Em%z wa tsume o — its claws, talons
) X 3 kakusu — to hide

| 2. Read the Skit
A: 2! | COBE | BENMR-BERAD, 0! FORKEK
Wow! Rie took this photo? It's amazing — like a pro!
B: BAEPICVWERE, BENMBRSLEENCARICEFVWERAS B >, ESIT, B
HBIEMIMERT Lt~

It really is. I had no idea Rie was this good. No aru taka wa tsume o kakusu!
| 3. Fill in the Blank
WOHHERULWEZN, E7 /Y7 —ILTBEEUT. o

The quiet girl in our class won the piano compeltition.

| 4. Quiz
What does no aru taka wa tsume o kakusu mean?
O A. Hawks take care of their claws

[J B. Talented people don’t show off
O C. Talented people always stand out

| 5. Your Turn

Write your own sentence with this proverb, or a proverb from your language with the same meaning:

© Arasen (Arai Ryuichi), elementary school principal & calligrapher in Japan — free to print and use in class. Full lesson:
arasen.net/noaru-taka-wa-tsume-o-kakusu-meaning/
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Name: Date:

EWTClRcEZHIEUS
TWTEZEZULZEAUS

Ny
%™ seite wa koto o shisonjiru

Literally: If you hurry, you will botch the job

Meaning: If you try to do something in a hurry, you
are likely to fail.

RN
< SR
sery ¢ 7

Qe

| 1. Word by Word

aWTiE seite wa — if you hurry (from seku, an old word for “to rush”)
lEZ koto o — things, the task
TEL S shisonjiru — to botch, to fail at

I 2. Read the Skit
A: BE, CORDERHTSLWLWEIWED, BE<EI->T!
Yusuke, there’s a rare bug on this tree! Catch it, quick!

B: DEHBMHELA. BVWTEI L ZHIELU 2P T, BMDEZAET 2055428 >T
To ZDHIIC ML HT>TL %o

Nozomi, seite wa koto o shisonjiru. Let me get my bug net. Oh, and I'll go to the bathroom first.

A: BEj BLEEIEPS

Yusuke, you're TOO calm!

| 3. Fill in the Blank
EWSHhE, TRAMNIRELTHSEZE D,

— check your answers before you hand in the test.

| 4. Quiz
How do you read 2T in this proverb?
] A. seite wa
O B.isoide wa
O C. kytite wa
| 5. Your Turn

Write your own sentence with this proverb, or a proverb from your language with the same meaning;:

© Arasen (Arai Ryuichi), elementary school principal & calligrapher in Japan — free to print and use in class. Full lesson:
arasen.net/seite-wa-koto-o-shisonjiru-meaning/



Japanese Proverb Worksheet

Name: Date:

jb BREEF=XDE
2

BPYHBESETABADEL

-
-
"
4 k a hayaoki wa sanmon no toku
i‘#

t Literally: Early rising is worth three mon
“

Meaning: If you get up early in the morning,
i something good will happen.

| 1. Word by Word

B hayaoki — getting up early

(=4 wa — topic marker

=X sanmon — three mon, a tiny amount of old Japanese money
DfE no toku — a benefit, a gain

| 2. Read the Skit
A: BRZA. BlEELS, BANSEIHICT-oTED?

7ood morning, Dad. Did you go somewhere this morning?

B: DZFH#, BlFLS5, 58, BKEETREZEFLTWES, BELGEMNECICRATET
e, BEBEBNICAYT,

Morning, Nozomi. I got up early and took a walk in the park. A beautiful bird flew right up to me, and I even

got a photo!

A: BRSA. FSICBEZR=ZXDELR
Dad, that’s hayaoki wa sanmon no toku!
| 3. Fill in the Blank
BEEULTES LS, EnVWREENR SN, 1o

I got up early for a walk and saw a beautiful sunrise.

| 4. Quiz
How much money is “three mon” (=3X)?

O A. Justa little
O B.Alot
O C. Exactly 30,000 yen

| 5. Your Turn

Write your own sentence with this proverb, or a proverb from your language with the same meaning:

© Arasen (Arai Ryuichi), elementary school principal & calligrapher in Japan — free to print and use in class. Full lesson:
arasen.net/hayaoki-wa-sanmon-no-toku-meaning/



Japanese Proverb Worksheet -/ 34 arasen.net

E  BHRAORSBST

}\43 REFEOEDHEST

nasake wa hito no tame narazu

; » 0 l# Literally: Kindness is not for the sake of others (only)
) b f.p t i Meaning: If you are kind to others, it will come

around and help you, too. So be kind to people.

| 1. Word by Word

&l nasake — kindness, compassion
[EAD wa hito no — for other people’s
fcHiH5d tame narazu — is not (only) for the sake of — an old form of tame de wa nai

I 2. Read the Skit
A: BIEHBTA BZEVWTWET L, E5F,

Excuse me, ma’'am, please take my seat.

B: En5vh. HHMESR,

Oh, thank you, young man.

A: (RT) DZFHBIHEvA. NATEFSREAYERF > TWAICEZ DT >z L,

(At home) Nozomi, I gave my seat on the bus to someone carrying heavy bags.
B: B8, WWZ&Ulch, BHRADESHBEST >TVNIHS, WOHhWWZ BB,
Good for you, Yusuke! Nasake wa hito no tame narazu — something good will come back to you someday.
| 3. Fill in the Blank
EoTWBAZBT 5, HETEADBITTHS X T B

I helped someone in trouble, and later they helped me.

| 4. Quiz
What is the correct meaning of nasake wa hito no tame narazu?

O A. Kindness spoils people
[0 B. Kindness to others will come back to you

O C. Never show kindness

| 5. Your Turn

Write your own sentence with this proverb, or a proverb from your language with the same meaning;:

© Arasen (Arai Ryuichi), elementary school principal & calligrapher in Japan — free to print and use in class. Full lesson:
arasen.net/nasake-wa-hito-no-tame-narazun-meaning/



Japanese Proverb Worksheet 18 /34 ara

Name: Date:

|_'§13\'3 Tﬂi’.ﬁli%

DOI>TUDNES

» . s
ff ame futte ji katamaru
’ g’ >

rzi

ﬁ Literally: Rain falls, the ground hardens

ol Meaning: After something bad or a quarrel, things
1 often become even better than before.

1. Word by Word
y

[55] ame — rain

5o T futte — falls, and then

Hh ji — the ground, the earth

E5 - 35) katamaru — becomes firm, hardens

| 2. Read the Skit

A: DFHBIErA. FEH. BRIAEERBIA,. BEL TRHRI>To T, &, —RlcTLE
ATEUEZESRESTDL

Nozomi, weren't Mom and Dad fighting yesterday? Now theyre laughing together watching TV.
B: V@A, S > THEXS>TWOITL&, £2WD 2 &,
Kanae, you know the saying — ame futte ji katamaru. That’s what this is.
| 3. Fill in the Blank
RFADEUVIEZAD, STRERRDOMHEK U, eh.

The two who had a huge fight are now best friends.

| 4. Quiz
What does ame futte ji katamaru mean?
[0 A. Don’t play outside on rainy days
L] B. After trouble, things can become better
O C. The ground is always hard

| 5. Your Turn

Write your own sentence with this proverb, or a proverb from your language with the same meaning:

© Arasen (Arai Ryuichi), elementary school principal & calligrapher in Japan — free to print and use in class. Full lesson:
arasen.net/ame-futte-ji-katamaru-meaning/
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Name: Date:

E5hbBEbhELERS
EDBObNIEPELHS

chiri mo tsumoreba yama to naru

Literally: Even dust, if it piles up, becomes a mountain

Meaning: Even the smallest things, when they pile up,
can become as big as a mountain.

| 1. Word by Word

i3 chiri — dust
HEHENIE mo tsumoreba — even, if it piles up
ek yama to naru — becomes a mountain

| 2. Read the Skit

A: by, DEHETHEvA ! S FIABNLPSE | T4 Iy hRUPBD o Tco1F?
Nozomi! You just ate chocolate! Aren’t you on a diet?

B: BN ATy bPREHL, NSNS BRFIaTZRNTEDL, TARNSRFIIRE
ALKBD,

Yusuke, I'm on a diet, so I'm only eating tiny, tiny chocolates. Tiny ones are fine.

A: DEABTE LA, NSBRFIIATH, HEABBERRTEPA, EHEBEHENEILELS
~ J‘bT‘D
Nozomi, you've eaten lots of them! Chiri mo tsumoreba yama to naru!
| 3. Fill in the Blank
#HI10AT 22 L5, T —$T3650 ko,

I saved 10 yen every day, and in a year I had 3,650 yen.

| 4. Quiz
What is chiri (B) in this proverb?

O A. Money
[J B. Dust — something very tiny
[ C. Stones

| 5. Your Turn

Write your own sentence with this proverb, or a proverb from your language with the same meaning:

© Arasen (Arai Ryuichi), elementary school principal & calligrapher in Japan — free to print and use in class. Full lesson:
arasen.net/chiri-mo-tsumoreba-yama-to-naru-meaning/



Japanese Proverb Worksheet 20 /34 arasen.net

Name: Date:

EAFTNIROE

ShIChENIEHALDE X

-
>
s g
% k % sannin yoreba monju no chie

Literally: If three people gather, (they have) the wisdom of
Monju

> Meaning: Even ordinary people can come up with a
: ii good idea when three of them talk it over together.

1. Word by Word
y

=A sannin — three people

Fhix yoreba — if they gather

X% Monju — Monju Bosatsu (Manjushri), the Buddhist figure of wisdom
D= no chie — the wisdom of

| 2. Read the Skit

A: DEHABTEvA. FBICT TATEREUARZTIALITE., EABRHLYZ LISV
b 2RBVWENENARA,

Nozomi, our class is having a party next week, but I have no idea what we should do for our show.

B: B, ThUvHARBRTEILOD. ZAFNIEXHFOHE->TES L
Then let’s think about it together, Yusuke. Sannin yoreba monju no chie, as they say!
| 3. Fill in the Blank
— AT RH > cEED. T, HARBTEZCSBEIT T

A problem I couldn’t solve alone, we solved together.

| 4. Quiz
Who is “Monju” (3Z7)?
O A. A famous scholar
L] B. Three brothers
0 C. A Buddhist figure of wisdom
| 5. Your Turn

Write your own sentence with this proverb, or a proverb from your language with the same meaning:

© Arasen (Arai Ryuichi), elementary school principal & calligrapher in Japan — free to print and use in class. Full lesson:
arasen.net/sannin-yoreba-monju-no-chie-meaning/



Japanese Proverb Worksheet

Name: Date:

REIOICHU

D &SP LELBIRIED U

a ryoyaku wa kuchi ni nigashi
L"' 4 Literally: Good medicine is bitter in the mouth
Y -

Meaning: Advice from others can be painful to hear,
li but it’s for your own good - so listen with an open

;;1-,? heart.

1. Word by Word
y

RE ryoyaku — good medicine
=4 m | Fs wa kuchi ni — in the mouth
=L nigashi — is bitter (an old form of nigai)

| 2. Read the Skit
A: DMBAZEvA. /—RDENFWS T, ZEICEESIN TR,

Kanae, the teacher told you your notebook handwriting was messy, didn't she?

B: F5%YhhA. BEEOIEUL-TEST, TEIRELLSICHEES L

Yeah. But ryoyaku wa kuchi ni nigashi — I'll try to write neatly.

| 3. Fill in the Blank

KEDZVULWERIE. T, E<DIzHEB->TDZEE ST,
My teacher’s strict words were — they were for my own good.
| 4. Quiz

Which proverb has a similar meaning?
O A. Neko ni koban (J&/\#))
[0 B. Oni ni kanabo (R &)
[0 C. Chiigen mimi ni sakarau (RS EICHF5 D)
| 5. Your Turn

Write your own sentence with this proverb, or a proverb from your language with the same meaning;:

© Arasen (Arai Ryuichi), elementary school principal & calligrapher in Japan — free to print and use in class. Full lesson:
arasen.net/ryoyaku-wa-kuchi-ni-nigashi-meaning/



Japanese Proverb Worksheet 22 /34 arasen.net

Name: Date:
A shiZZE 2 &L
ZOR@S5TEZASIEY

';) % Kobo fude o erabazu

‘t Literally: Kobo does not choose his brush
g »
® 3

Meaning: A true master does excellent work no
'd,“ matter how good or bad the tools are.

1. Word by Word
y

ahi& Kobo — Kobo Daishi, also known as Kiikai (774—835), a famous monk and master
calligrapher

X fude o — brush

E(Eg erabazu — does not choose

| 2. Read the Skit
A: YY., BHETEEDZVLWAS, TOKDEHT!
Mom, I want to win first place at sports day — buy me these shoes!
B: 12D | NEZEZRBIET >TEDITU L, DFH, <D2DEBWCLESEH K,
No, no! Kobo fude o erabazu, Nozomi. Don’t blame your shoes.
A: CRDOHB) TWesUL»W, §19LAE—ILTT, DT ANV TREBZEDLEEDLS
ICEERULLRDET ) Tha, HDT7714/XVEFLWh, DFH, 7F71/IVEBE>TL 3
HS5FF> T T

(Next day) “Time sale! Cook with this frying pan and everything tastes like magic!” — “Ooh, I want that pan!

Nozomi, wait here, I'm going to buy it.”

B: YY. WNEEEREIIT TLL, DD, YVHEEICHEH-> TAPHS

Mom! Kébo fude o erabazu! Now YOURE relying on tools!

| 3. Fill in the Blank

JODFEEAR T 32507 AN THEVWULWEEEZEES,
A professional chef makes delicious food even with an ordinary pan.
| 4. Quiz
Who is “Kobo” (5Ai%)?
O A. Kiikai

O B. Prince Shotoku
O C. Murasaki Shikibu

| 5. Your Turn

_ Write your e tt“ ce with this proverb, o roverb fro our language with the.sa ¢ me
‘\_\d‘\(‘l‘] \1(11 \1[1( 11), eleine Il\dl'\ s5CNocC }Jllll(lIJf{l g« (‘dH]glle 1er 11 Tﬂpdu 111'0(‘ (4] p%llll alld use 111 class qﬁ]ll(_ ‘5‘-.011

arase Il_IlPtﬂ\(JbL‘r—flldP—U—el('tbﬁ?.ll meaning,/
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Name: Date:

EDFISE

kaeru no ko wa kaeru

Literally: A frog’s child is a frog

Meaning: Children end up resembling their parents.

| 1. Word by Word

i kaeru — frog
D+ no ko wa — the child of
=3 kaeru — (is) a frog

I 2. Read the Skit
A: DZFEH, INERDOHBEAICEZ> TA T,

Nozomi, I heard you became an elementary school teacher!

B: Z5VPhh. BREABERSABHEMPHS, BEOFIFET, AP EDHEMICE ST
Lbich,

That’s right. Mom and Dad are both teachers, so — kaeru no ko wa kaeru — I became one too!
| 3. Fill in the Blank
Yy H—BFOFESSH. PoREDYyH—BLFL, st oW
The soccer player’s kids are great at soccer too.
| 4. Quiz

Which proverb has the opposite meaning?

[0 A. Tobi ga taka o umu (BEHEZ£D)
O B. Uri no tsuru ni nasubi wa naranu
O C. Onini kanabo

| 5. Your Turn

Write your own sentence with this proverb, or a proverb from your language with the same meaning;:

© Arasen (Arai Ryuichi), elementary school principal & calligrapher in Japan — free to print and use in class. Full lesson:
arasen.net/kaeru-no-ko-wa-kaeru-meaning/
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Name: Date:

iﬂ ﬁ‘iﬁ?&&
(A

rui wa tomo o yobu

Literally: Kind calls friends
A\ ﬁ:f g

Meaning: People who have something in common
#) naturally gather together.

7
(L]
| 1. Word by Word
8 rui — kind, type, things of the same sort
3%z wa tomo o — friends
¥ 1N yobu — to call, to attract

| 2. Read the Skit
A: DZEHBIHE YA, BORE>T. #AARBRELVLRA

Nozomi, all my friends are so kind.

B: B, BRIRZELI>TES>H5. BEHIBELLAPD

Yusuke, rui wa tomo o yobu — that means YOURE kind.

A: DZEHBEWMEPA. E2E2>TKNTHOHES
Thanks for saying that, Nozomi.
| 3. Fill in the Blank
P FEDRORE I, BABT— LTS, 7243,

My brother loves games, and all his friends love games too.

| 4. Quiz
Which English proverb has the same meaning?
[0 A. Birds of a feather flock together.

[J B. Time is money.
O C. Seeing is believing.
| 5. Your Turn

Write your own sentence with this proverb, or a proverb from your language with the same meaning:

© Arasen (Arai Ryuichi), elementary school principal & calligrapher in Japan — free to print and use in class. Full lesson:
arasen.net/rui-wa-tomo-o-yobu-meaning/



Japanese Proverb Worksheet

Name: Date:
o b ol wl p B —
RNIEASTAITEFZRT
k/d ZHD20EVWSTARRZIULZZRT
ﬁ E koketsu ni irazunba koji o ezu
4 9‘. g Literally: If you don’t enter the tiger’s den, you won't get the
ﬂ d' E\ tiger’s cub

T AN ‘é ‘ | Meaning: You can’t achieve great success without
d ‘i.- taking some risk.

| 1. Word by Word

FRIN koketsu — a tiger’s den

IKASTAIE ni irazunba — if you don’t go into (old, literary Japanese)
RF koji — a tiger’s cub

z"d 0 ezu — you won't get

| 2. Read the Skit
A: HEREFEPAICEULNMITCWRAITE, ZOFRETH > TWTEFhAAD, &
b LD,
I want to talk to Naoko, the girl I like, but she’s always with a group of girls. I can’t get near her. What
should I do?

B: BENICASTAIREFERT. BZED>TA>TLEREW, BN BREHTE !
Koketsu ni irazunba koji o ezu! Walk right in. Be brave, Ryosuke!
| 3. Fill in the Blank
BW->TEREICERUES., K<bhoTms o

I bravely asked the teacher a question, and finally understood.

| 4. Quiz
Which English proverb has the same meaning?

O A. Look before you leap.
O B. Nothing ventured, nothing gained.

] C. Time is money.

| 5. Your Turn

Write your own sentence with this proverb, or a proverb from your language with the same meaning:

© Arasen (Arai Ryuichi), elementary school principal & calligrapher in Japan — free to print and use in class. Full lesson:
arasen.net/koketsu-ni-irazunba-koji-o-ezu-meaning/



Japanese Proverb Worksheet 26 /34 ara

Name: Date:

?'\ ARARERDHE

CAITAIEALUZVWE SN S X
ningen banji saio ga uma
Literally: In the human world, everything is (like) the old

frontier man’s horse
Meaning: In life, unexpected events can bring

happiness or misfortune — no one can predict which.

So don’t get too happy or too sad.

1. Word by Word
y

AHE ningen / jinkan — the human world, life

A= banji — everything

£33 Saio — the old man (33) of the frontier fortress ()
yaN=3 ga uma — s horse

| 2. Read the Skit
A: BEESDYL—DXVN—=ICANE > « + o Do DhPb -

I didn’t make the relay team for sports day... I'm so disappointed.
B: EMNFT. BEFERDIENTERVWLERARICERENPAD. AHABESHELT
But because of that, you were chosen as cheer captain — which runners can’t be! Ningen banji saio ga uma.
| 3. Fill in the Blank
I THEICEHSNEI > T2, ZOEMNTTRIDOFREICT D W e, 1Ce

I couldn’t play because of an injury — but that’s how I found another talent.

| 4. Quiz
In this proverb, what does A (jinkan) mean?

O A. The human body
J B. The world, life
O C.Important people

| 5. Your Turn

Write your own sentence with this proverb, or a proverb from your language with the same meaning:

© Arasen (Arai Ryuichi), elementary school principal & calligrapher in Japan — free to print and use in class. Full lesson:
arasen.net/ningen-banji-saiogauma-meaning/
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Name: Date:

== H- =

RDZEIFS
EBRDDUIEAIEHE L
tonari no shibafu wa aoi

Literally: The neighbor’s lawn is green

Meaning: Other people’s things always look better,

w‘ . and make us envious.
ai

1. Word by Word
y

D tonari no — next door, the neighbor’s
ZER shibafu wa — the lawn
= aoi — green (literally “blue™)

| 2. Read the Skit
A: BRIA. EFICEABEWWR, TET7SAEEBELU WD,

Mom, eating out is nice once in a while. This fried shrimp is delicious.

B: Z5h. IRICFHARD VLI,
Yes, it’s nice once in a while.

A: BESh, B>5DT—TILDNYNN=TEKRUEZES R, T, N\YN\=TEINEELN> T
MNge TH, MISDT—TIOBBITERBEKRLE S,
Mom, that hamburger steak at the other table looks good... maybe I should've ordered that. Oh, bul the fried

chicken over there looks good too...
B: DZH BOZEFBEVWHLS, Z5RZAZLET L. ADENDRTHBVNWTEARGZE W,
Nozomi, tonari no shibafu wa aot — it just looks that way. Stop looking around and eat!
| 3. Fill in the Blank
REEDRDIFSNEUVEZDSICRZADDIE, cEWSZEhbLNRN,

My friend’s home always looks more fun — maybe that’s

| 4. Quiz
Which proverb has the same meaning?
O A. Tonari no hana wa akai (BEDTEIE7RLY)
O B.Todai moto kurashi (KT& TR L)
[0 C. Saru mo ki kara ochiru

| 5. Your Turn

Write your own sentence with this proverb, or a proverb from your language with the same meaning;:

© Arasen (Arai Ryuichi), elementary school principal & calligrapher in Japan — free to print and use in class. Full lesson:
arasen.net/tonari-no-shibafu-wa-aoi-meaning/



Japanese Proverb Worksheet 28 / 34 arasen.net

Name: Date:

Y

ZlchWwize 5
N cni kaita mochi
TRy

Literally: A rice cake drawn in a picture

f } '5 .f Meaning: A plan or idea that looks wonderful but is of
- | no use in reality.

| 1. Word by Word

i e ni —in a picture
HuWic kaita — drawn, painted
B mochi — a Japanese rice cake

| 2. Read the Skit
A: KU, ERICEBZ>TRDI! 1

Right! I've decided — I'm going to become a calligrapher!
B: H< A RICHWHEIRBSBRVWLSIC, BR>THR
Arai-kun, don't let it become e ni kaita mochi. Good luck!
| 3. Fill in the Blank
RITTERVETEIE. 1o

A plan you can’t carry out is
| 4. Quiz
Which four-character idiom has a similar meaning?
O A. —AZE (isseki nicho)
O B. #l_E®DZ25& (kijo no kiiron)
O C. BXEB1% (jigo jitoku)

| 5. Your Turn

Write your own sentence with this proverb, or a proverb from your language with the same meaning:

© Arasen (Arai Ryuichi), elementary school principal & calligrapher in Japan — free to print and use in class. Full lesson:
arasen.net/e-ni-kaita-mochi-meaning/
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Name: Date:

HiD S (X =B
e B S

tana kara botamochi

Literally: A botamochi from the shelf

Meaning: Unexpected good luck that comes to you
without doing anything.

| 1. Word by Word
Wh 5 tana kara — from the shelf

M e# botamochi — a sweet rice cake covered in red bean paste

| 2. Read the Skit

A: SH. BEULTESHBOE UWSAIBAICE>T, BNNEWZEH5-THSD ! 1B
Y :F_'\bbo
I was out for a walk and bumped into my great-uncle — and he gave me pocket money! So lucky!

B: SICWHSIFIBIP A

That’s totally tana kara botamochi!

| 3. Fill in the Blank

CUCUET, EELERITHIYL- T, 72,
I happened to win a travel voucher in a raffle. !

| 4. Quiz
What is the short form of tana kara botamochi?

0 A.tanabota
O B. botamochi
O C.tanamochi

| 5. Your Turn

Write your own sentence with this proverb, or a proverb from your language with the same meaning;:

© Arasen (Arai Ryuichi), elementary school principal & calligrapher in Japan — free to print and use in class. Full lesson:
arasen.net/tana-kara-botamochi-meaning/
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Name: Date:

WS BIEDRER
ESBIBEDIDE Ak S

toranu tanuki no kawazan’yo

ol

Literally: Calculating the fur of a tanuki you haven'’t caught

Meaning: Counting on something uncertain, and

making hopeful plans before you actually have it.

| 1. Word by Word

56k toranu — not yet caught
L)) tanuki no — of a tanuki (raccoon dog)
REHR kawazan’yo — calculating (8 ) the price of the fur (FZ)

I 2. Read the Skit
A: 3EHDOIY Y VYREL U, LYKo, FEIREBEAL T, FORICAERTICIT-T

A 300-million-yen jumbo lottery! If I win, first I'll buy a house, then I'll travel abroad...
B: EL\WHEL, TLECUZE->TISRBVWPA, XSICHSHBEORERPT
Hey, hey — you haven't even BOUGHT a ticket yet! That’s toranu tanuki no kawazanyo.
| 3. Fill in the Blank
FEEBELTVWRWDI, B2DOEWVWEZEZSIRAT, e,

Thinking about how to spend the prize before you've even won is

| 4. Quiz
Which English proverb has the same meaning?

0 A. Don’t count your chickens before they hatch.
[0 B. Time is money.
[J C. Walls have ears.

| 5. Your Turn

Write your own sentence with this proverb, or a proverb from your language with the same meaning:

© Arasen (Arai Ryuichi), elementary school principal & calligrapher in Japan — free to print and use in class. Full lesson:
arasen.net/toranu-tanuki-no-kawazanyo-meaning/
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Name: Date:

BOBICHIR
BICOOHICH BRI

oni no me ni mo namida

Literally: Tears even in the eyes of an ogre

Meaning: Even a cold, harsh person sometimes shows
a kind heart.

| 1. Word by Word

B0 oni no — of an ogre
BICH me ni mo — even in the eyes
iR namida — tears

I 2. Read the Skit
A: RAihz. BEA. HOBELULWE/IIEENZNADEBIDEWREZBWZATL > T,

Hey Yusuke, guess what — strict Mr. Kagawa listened to Ryosuke’s reason for being late.

B: N> TH. RENAKERAY S, HWch, TNOEBLDORZENT, HOE/NIFENK
Shhofchh, ZSICRDODBICHRYEH
Ryosuke’s family is going through a hard time right now. Mr. Kagawa heard why he was late and didn’t get

angry? That’s oni no me ni mo namida.

| 3. Fill in the Blank
W2OHEZETLWVWI—=FH, EL BB THWT W, s

Our always-strict coach cried when we won the championship.
| 4. Quiz
What does oni no me ni mo namida mean?
0] A. Ogres are crybabies

O B. You got dust in your eye
[0 C. Even a scary person can be kind

| 5. Your Turn

Write your own sentence with this proverb, or a proverb from your language with the same meaning;:

© Arasen (Arai Ryuichi), elementary school principal & calligrapher in Japan — free to print and use in class. Full lesson:
arasen.net/oni-no-me-ni-mo-namida-meaning/



Japanese Proverb Worksheet

Name: Date:

| Answer Key (1—10)

1

. BEUN\#2ZE (nana-korobi ya-oki)

Fill in the blank: CE U\ =

Quiz: The answer is B. getting up. Oki comes from okiru, “to get up.” “Falling down” is korobi, and “eight” is ya.

JRBARDSEE S (saru mo ki kara ochiru)

Fill in the blank: IR KN SEE S

Quiz: The answer is C. Oni ni kanabo. It means “the strong become even stronger” — not about making mistakes.

.ADEICHE=FE (ishi no ue ni mo san-nen)

Fill in the blank: E® FIcH =4

Quiz: The answer is B. a long time. “Three years” is a way of saying “a long period.”

. JEICVH] (neko ni koban)

Fill in the blank: J&(Z/)\¥]
Quiz: The answer is A. Buta ni shinju — “pearls to a pig.” Both mean that good things are wasted on those who
can’t see their value.

. TA+€& (ji-nin to-iro)

Fill in the blank: + A+

Quiz: The answer is A. to-iro. Ten people have ten different tastes and ideas.

. HodhoEXEZMST (i no naka no kawazu taikai o shirazu)

Fill in the blank: HDFRDEXEZHN ST

Quiz: The answer is B. kawazu. Kawazu is an old word for “frog.”

. BEIE—RICULHMT (hyakubun wa ikken ni shikazu)

Fill in the blank: BEIE—RICLHMT

Quiz: The answer is B. is not as good as. Hearing a hundred times is not as good as seeing once.

. ES5MICIZE*K S (warau kado ni wa fuku kitaru)

Fill in the blank: £ 5 FIIC 3Bk S

Quiz: The answer is A. kado. Here, kado means a home or family.

. FEOEH—HHS (senri no michi mo ippo kara)

Fill in the blank: TEDE®H—FH5
Quiz: The answer is B. Roma wa ichinichi ni shite narazu — “Rome wasn’t built in a day.” Big things are made by
piling up small efforts.

10. BIC&£#E (oni ni kanabd)

Fill in the blank: R IC &

Quiz: The answer is A. Tora ni tsubasa — “wings for a tiger.” Both mean the strong becoming even stronger.

© Arasen (Arai Ryuichi), elementary school principal & calligrapher in Japan — free to print and use in class. Full lesson:
arasen.net/category/japanese-proverbs/
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Name: Date:

Answer Key (11—20)
4

11. BKZITIRS5T (fukusui bon ni kaerazu)

Fill in the blank: ZBKZICES Y

Quiz: The answer is C. Taigong Wang, a wise man of ancient China who poured out a tray of water.
12. ZRZESHDIF—FZHET (nito o ou mono wa itto o mo ezu)

Fill in the blank: _ZRZE>HDF—RZH/T

Quiz: The answer is A. isseki nicho — “one stone, two birds,” getting two benefits from one action.
13. iEHBEIIMZH< T (nd aru taka wa tsume o kakusu)

Fill in the blank: BE&% B EEMZEMN T

Quiz: The answer is B. Truly skilled people don’t brag about it.

14. BVWTIEZ &ZHIEU S (seite wa koto o shisonjiru)
Fill in the blank: 2WTlEC &E%#HIEBL S

Quiz: The answer is A. seite wa. Seku is an old word meaning to rush.

15. BiEZE=XDfE (hayaoki wa sanmon no toku)

Fill in the blank: R & [Z =X D8

Quiz: The answer is A, Just a little. A small gain — but a gain!
16. B EADEHES5T (nasake wa hito no tame narazu)

Fill in the blank: B BADH 5T

Quiz: The answer is B. “Not for others” means “not only for others” — it helps you, too.
17. B3> THEE S (ame futte ji katamaru)

Fill in the blank: f.35v> THIE & %

Quiz: The answer is B. Just as the ground hardens after rain, a relationship can grow stronger after a quarrel.

18. EHhHB/HNIEILEES (chiri mo tsumoreba yama to naru)
Fill in the blank: 5 b &BH L& 3

Quiz: The answer is B. Dust. Even the tiniest things become big when they add up.

19. ZABFNIEFHDOHE (sannin yoreba monju no chie)

Fill in the blank: = ABNIEXFROFAE

Quiz: The answer is C. Monju Bosatsu (Manjushri) is the Buddhist symbol of wisdom.
20. RE[EOIKEL (ryoyaku wa kuchi ni nigashi)

Fill in the blank: RZEFOICEL

Quiz: The answer is C. Sincere advice is hard to hear — the same idea.

© Arasen (Arai Ryuichi), elementary school principal & calligrapher in Japan — free to print and use in class. Full lesson:
arasen.net/category/japanese-proverbs/



Japanese Proverb Worksheet

Name: Date:

| Answer Key (21—-30)

21. 3hEE%RIET (Kobo fude o erabazu)
Fill in the blank: 3AEE % R(XT

Quiz: The answer is A. Kiikai, known as Kobo Daishi — a master calligrapher.

22. EDFI3#E (kaeru no ko wa kaeru)
Fill in the blank: D F (&£

Quiz: The answer is A. “A kite gives birth to a hawk” — ordinary parents with an outstanding child.

23. fl3k%Z &3 (rui wa tomo o yobu)
Fill in the blank: ¥l& k% & 3
Quiz: The answer is A. Birds with the same feathers gather together.
24. BINICASTAIEEFZ1BT (koketsu ni irazunba koji o ezu)
Fill in the blank: BIRICAS T AIRERFEET
Quiz: The answer is B. Without risk, there’s no great success.
25. A\BAEESHNE (ningen banji saidé ga uma)
Fill in the blank: ABAEEHHE

Quiz: The answer is B. Here, Af&] means the world we live in.

26. BEDZEEE VW (tonari no shibafu wa aoi)
Fill in the blank: D= 4 [EF W

Quiz: The answer is A, “The neighbor’s flowers are redder” — the same idea.

27. BICHE W (e ni kaita mochi)

Fill in the blank: #&ICHE U\ o Bf

Quiz: The answer is B. An idea that only works on paper.
28. #ih 51F -8 (tana kara botamochi)

Fill in the blank: #ih 5 (F 78t

Quiz: The answer is A, tanabota — used all the time in everyday Japanese.
29. HSHEDEER (toranu tanuki no kawazan’yo)

Fill in the blank: 5 ®EDOKREH

Quiz: The answer is A. Don’t count on what you don't have yet.

30. BRBDHEICHIE (oni no me ni mo namida)
Fill in the blank: BEOBICHIE

Quiz: The answer is C. Even a cold person can be moved.

Thank you for using these worksheets! Each proverb has a full English lesson (meaning, origin, skit and
examples) at arasen.net/category/japanese-proverbs/
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